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WELCOME
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Thriving Together is an initiative designed to better prepare a quarter-million young people within the greater Phoenix metropolitan area for success from birth to career. The unique initiative brings together resources from throughout the community to help students improve educational results as they reach key benchmarks in their development, placing and keeping them on a path to success.

With the aim of closing the opportunity and achievement gap, Thriving Together measures what matters, identifies what works and shares those practices throughout schools in our community.

Thriving Together uses data to identify the effectiveness of a practice. If there’s room to improve, Thriving Together draws on its resources to offer a path to success for students. It’s a long-term movement that will use the resources of the private and non-profit sectors to ensure children, youth and young adults succeed within the boundaries of the Phoenix Union high schools and its partner elementary schools—from the moment that child enters the world until entering a career.

Thriving Together is entirely funded by the private sector. It is not part of any government-mandated effort.

Thriving Together will help make our community stronger by ensuring a better prepared workforce to drive economic growth. This generation of children is critical to the future of our community and our state. If they succeed, we all succeed.










WHERE WE'RE WORKING

Thriving Together takes a cohesive approach to bring together resources from throughout the community to help drive student achievement as young people reach key benchmarks in their development.

The school districts in the Thriving Together area mirror our city and state in the future. In other words, how the district’s demographics look in 2015 is how Phoenix’s will look a decade from now — and how the state of Arizona will look in another generation. That’s why we have to act now. If we work together, we can make changes that will have a positive impact for future generations. If we don’t, the negative impact on our state will be tremendous.

Our main partner - Brighterly.com math for kids

We are acting now because the following statistics for the area served by Thriving Together show an unsustainable reality:
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Of the students in the THRIVING TOGETHER COMMUNITY:


3 out of 4 students graduate from high school on time.

Of those, 4 out of 10 students enroll in 2 or 4 year university.

And of those, 1 out of those 4 students graduate with a degree or certificate within 6 years.

In other words: Less than 10 percent of PUHSD students get a degree or certificate. 






WHAT WE’RE DOING

The Thriving Together approach is based on the tenets of Collective Impact. In communities across the country there’s a common thread to the approaches that are moving the needle for our children. Collective Impact is the method Thriving Together uses to implement similar approaches specific to our community’s unique needs. The tenets of Collective Impact include:





	Shared Community Vision:
Making sure the goals of the program are shared among the stakeholders throughout the community.
	Evidence-Based Decision Making:
Use data as a flashlight to shine on efforts that are working — not as
a hammer to punish those that aren’t — and make sure they are replicated.
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	Collaborative Action:
Working together to create a plan for measurable results that make a difference.
	Investment and Sustainability:
Thriving Together is truly a long-term effort that spans the entire educational spectrum for young people.







Studies have shown that if our children are prepared at several key milestones in their educational career, they can stay on a path to success. Those milestones are the focus of Thriving Together and its efforts to provide measurable results. If we can keep children and young people on the track shown in this continuum, they have a better chance to be prepared for a successful future. As the initiative begins within the Phoenix community, its initial work will focus on four key areas:
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Each initiative undertaken by Thriving Together will be different, but generally speaking, they will follow a similar path:

	Thriving Together will examine the data to understand where a program or practice is and whether or not it is meeting its goals. With regard to third-grade reading, for example, Thriving Together will start by looking at current state or formative assessment and set goals for where test scores should be in the coming years.
	Thriving Together creates a Collaborative Action Team for each benchmark, made up of experts and stakeholders who will use data to find ways to improve results in the classroom.
	The Collaborative Action Team will identify what programs and practices are working and which ones could be more effective, and work alongside schools and organizations whose programs and practices accordingly.
	Thriving Together will continue to track the data as changes and refinements are made to make sure positive results are being achieved. In areas where progress is slower, more adjustments will be made, and in areas that are working, best practices will be shared with other schools so they can share in the improvement.
	In the long term, Thriving Together’s goal is to ensure the children in the district enjoy the same success rates as school children throughout Arizona, so that the quarter-million students in the district’s boundaries are competitive and prepared for the future.








BASELINE REPORT
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We have created a “first look” at this new way for all of us to work together. This report is the step of our quest to nurture and develop the next generation through a seamless and more coordinated educational system. It details the vision, mission and goals of this unprecedented undertaking toward a pathway for all students to thrive and a more vibrant economy. The report serves as a starting point to benchmark and track progress of the initiative.







PARTNERS

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Dr. Kent P. Scribner, Co-Chair
Phoenix Union High School District

Pam Conboy, Co-Chair
Wells Fargo

Dr. Charlotte Boyle
Creighton School District

Pearl Chang Esau
Expect More Arizona

Dr. Jacob A. Chavez
Cartwright School District

Gonzalo de la Melena, Jr.
Arizona Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Mac Esau
Maryvale Preparatory Academy

Tom Franz
Greater Phoenix Leadership

Glenn Hamer
Arizona Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Dr. Maria Harper-Marinick
Maricopa County Community College District

Brian Holman
Empower College Prep

Tracy Bame
Freeport McMoRan Inc.



Dr. Jacqueline Jackson
Roosevelt School District

Dr. Bill Johnson
Laveen Elementary School District

Eileen Klein
Arizona Board of Regents

Sam Leyvas
First Things First

Paul J. Luna
Helios Education Foundation

Rick Naimark
City of Phoenix

Jackie Norton
Rodel Foundation

Dr. Ed Oxford
Banner Health

Curtis Reed
JPMorgan Chase

Dr. Jaime Rivera
Riverside School District

Dr. Myriam Roa
Phoenix Elementary School District

Joe Rubio
Valley Interfaith Council



Antonio Sanchez
Wilson School District

Mark Schiavoni
APS

Todd Sanders
Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce

Steve Seleznow
Arizona Community Foundation

Don Smith
CopperPoint Mutual

Dr. Jeff Smith
Balsz Elementary School District

Patricia Tate
Osborn School District

Gary Trujillo
Be A Leader Foundation

Dr. Mario Ventura
Isaac School District

Merl Waschler
Valley of the Sun United Way

Dr. James Rund
Arizona State University

Chris Camacho
Greater Phoenix Economic Council
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Anchor Entity

Valley of the Sun United Way



Additional Participating Organizations

Academia Del Pueblo

ACYR

Aguila Youth Leadership Institute

Arizona Charter School Association

Arizona Commission for Post-Secondary Education

Arizona State Bar Association

Arizona State University Provost Office

Arizona Summit Law School

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona

NorthBridge College Success Program




Cesar Chavez Foundation

Chicanos por La Causa

Children’s Action Alliance

City of Phoenix Youth and Education Office

College Depot

College Success Arizona

Degree Phoenix

Elevate Phoenix

Friendly House

GateWay Community College

Girl Scouts Arizona Cactus Pine Council

Governor’s Office of Faith and Community Partnerships

Jobs for Arizona’s Graduates

Legacy Foundation




Maricopa County Attorney’s Office

Neighborhood Ministries

Office of Maricopa County

Superintendent of Schools

Ortega Law Firm

Phoenix College

Phoenix Day

Phoenix Public Library

Qualia Agency

Read On Arizona

Stand for Children

South Mountain Community College

Teach for America

Unlimited Potential

Valley of the Sun YMCA
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Thriving Together Annual Report 2016

Source:
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Thriving Together Press Release

Source: Thriving Together
08/19/2015
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Aggregated and Disaggregated Data Spring 2015

Source: Thriving Together
04/14/2015
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Thriving Together Press Release

Source: Thriving Together
04/10/2015
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CONTACT US


Sharifa Rowe

Collaborative Action Team Manager

602-631-4861

srowe@vsuw.org



Susana Lopez

Collaborative Action Team Manager

602-240-6375

slopez@vsuw.org



Monica Castro

Thriving Together Coordinator

602-240-6343

mcastro@vsuw.org



Alexander Kurz, PhD, BCBA-D

Thriving Together Data & Research Manager

480-392-8812

akurz@vsuw.org



For more information on Thriving Together or to sign up for regular updates, fill out the contact form below.


 

        Send us a message
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